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Our Website: www.exeter.u3asite.uk  - Visit it regularly to keep up to date with what’s new! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025 NEWSLETTER 

- working together and helping ourselves 

to bring learning to life!  
 

Monthly Meetings are held at the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter Doors open 10.00 a.m. 
u3a Business starts 10.45 a.m. The Speaker takes the floor at 11.00 a.m. approx. 

The meeting is streamed live with a recording on Youtube (link emailed to members by Bill Cross) 

* Thursday, 23rd January*: u3a GROUPS FAIR - a chance for group convenors to showcase their 

groups’ activities. 

* Thursday, 27th February * 

                                                      

Grahame gave us a fascinating and very informative talk about The Workings of a Harbour Master in 
October 2023, which led to a question from one of our members about the history of the canal and the 
original Countess Wear, to which he answered “That’s a whole other talk in itself”. The enthusiastic 
response from the audience has thus inspired the focus of this new talk.  

 
* Thursday,  27th March * 

                                                                

In his talk, Robert will give a brief overview of the history of the Acland family through four hundred years 
of portraits. Killerton is fortunate to have three examples of work by Sir Joshua Reynolds, including his 
painting of Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, 7th Baronet of Columbjohn who in 1767 became a reluctant MP for a 
second time. The Killerton collection also contains a miniature of Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, 9th Baronet of 
Columbjohn by Samuel Shelley. 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meetings 

COUNTESS WEAR 

A Talk by Grahame Foreshaw 
Exeter Harbour Master 

 

THE ACLANDS AND THEIR ART: 
A Talk by Robert Meakings,  

Collections & House Officer at Killerton House. 
 

http://www.exeter.u3asite.uk/
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Exeter u3a Committee – Terry, Bill, Rosie, Ian, Ann, Annabel, Anne, MJ, Mark, and Virginia  

Terry Ancell Anne Barwell 
 MJ Morgan 
Bill Cross Mark Hall 
Rosie Hydar Virginia 

Rosenfeld 
Ian Murray  
Ann Harper  
Annabel Nater  

 
ACOUSTIC PROBLEMS AT MONTHLY MEETINGS 
The Committee wishes to update members on progress to resolving difficulties with hearing the monthly 
meeting guest speaker, especially for those with a hearing impairment. 
Since this issue was raised a few months ago, solutions have been sought, including confirmation that 
the Mint Methodist Church has a hearing loop and advising at least one member to sit close to one of the 
audio speakers. 
Neither solution has proved successful, so various electronic solutions and technical advice has been 
considered, again without identifying an effective solution.  However, the Committee wishes to assure 
members that this issue remains a high priority and indeed the Mint Methodist Church is keen to 
continue to work with us to find a solution. 
The Committee is keen to hear from any member who has either technical knowledge that might 
assist or information on how other organisations or venues have resolved similar issues. Please 
contact the Chair, Terry Ancell.  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
May I firstly wish you all a Happy New Year for 2025.  I hope you will find it a healthy, interesting and fun 
year. 
Now that our 30th Anniversary year is behind us, we can return to our more routine program of activities.  
We know that group activities are our raison d’etre, and it is great that our Groups continue to be 
successful with new ideas being taken forward all the time.  However, there are a small number of 
groups that have been so successful that there is a waiting list of members wanting to join the group.  
This is unfortunate as it has a negative impact on the excitement and enthusiasm new members bring 
when joining us.  Annabelle Natar, our Groups Coordinator, will be working with convenors to identify the 
best means to accommodate new members.  Solutions might include changing a groups meeting place 
to accommodate more people; creating a new group, potentially with a new convenor; share the running 
of a group so the convenor may focus on accommodating more members.  Whatever the solution, 
additional volunteers to help run the groups are always welcome with support being provided for those 
new to the role.  
We will be shortly issuing the invitation to renew your membership for the new financial year 
commencing April 2025. The Committee has not yet met to discuss the budget for next year nor, 

OUR COMMITTEE 2024-2025 
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therefore, the membership fee.  We will be adopting the same renewal process as in previous years and 
details will be sent to you towards the end of January so keep an eye out for the email or letter. 
It would be remiss of me not to mention the AGM planned for May.  I hope that the present committee 
will remain available for re-election, but in any case, we remain light on Committee members.  So, I ask 
you to consider carefully whether you are able to provide some time to sit on the Committee and 
contribute to our work.  We are happy to discuss, in the next couple of months, what it means to sit on 
the committee; perhaps we can dispel some of the myths or answer queries. 
Learn, Laugh, Live!                                                                                                                    Terry Ancell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Events 
 

UNIVERSITY LIAISON  
To register with our database and receive direct emails about all our events, please email us 
at exe.u3a.uni.liaison@gmail.com, with name and membership number. 

                                                                                       

                 

 Many people are aware that wills can be used to trace family history, but what else can they tell us about 
the lives of people in the past? In her talk Laura Sangha explores some of the lesser known aspects 
of historic wills, explaining how historians use them to explore a range of topics from religious belief, to 
gender, to changing patterns of consumption. Particular focus will be on the possessions bequeathed in 
in wills: clothes, furniture, kitchenware, jewellery and much more. These objects give us a practical insight 
into peoples’ lives, reveal the emotions and social rituals around dying, and help us to trace and 
understand human relationships of the past.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 To book a place or register interest, please email us at exe.u3a.uni.liaison@gmail.com, with names, 
membership numbers and emails of ALL who wish to attend, including the date of the event in the subject 
line of your email. 
 

CONVERSATION CAFE 
For several years, Jo Hughes from Exeter University has been running a Conversation Café for 
international students at the University of Exeter, and u3a members. This developed from the Family 
Class, a course Jo teaches to family members of overseas students studying at the University.  
Sessions are planned for this term in March on Friday 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th from 2.30 p.m. – 4.00 
p.m. and will be held at INTO Centre, University of Exeter. If you would like to join in any of these 
sessions, please get in touch directly with Jo at J.D.Hughes@exeter.ac.uk 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

                                                                                                   

 

WILLS AS WINDOWS ONTO PAST 
LIVES  

IN TUDOR AND STUART ENGLAND 

A talk by Dr Laura Sangha, Associate 
Professor in Early Modern History 

Tuesday, 25th February,  
10.30 a.m. – 12.00 p.m.,  
Digital Humanities Lab,  

Seminar Room 1 
Streatham Campus 

 

https://email.bt.com/mail23/index-rui.jsp?v=MX_2.32.0#app/mailmailto:exe.u3a.uni.liaison@gmail.com
https://email.bt.com/mail23/index-rui.jsp?v=MX_2.32.0#app/mailmailto:exe.u3a.uni.liaison@gmail.com
mailto:J.D.Hughes@exeter.ac.uk
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SEE END OF NEWSLETTER FOR EXETER u3a GROUPS TIMETABLE 
FOR CONTACT DETAILS FOR GROUPS, SEE PAGE 9 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EACH u3a GROUP, VISIT THE GROUP PAGES ON THE WEBSITE: 
https://exeter.u3asite.uk/groups/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group Matters 

GROUPS IN PAID-FOR VENUES:  All members (including group convenors) attending groups in paid for 
venues pay £1.50 for each session of each group they go to, payable in arrears. This includes 
members attending by Zoom or any other online method.    
Rosie Hydar, Exeter u3a Treasurer, e-mails all relevant members after the end of each quarter to advise 
how much they owe and how to pay it.  Payment by bank transfer is preferred but for members who do not 
use on-line banking, payment can be by cash or cheque to Rosie at monthly meetings or by post.  Please 
note that Paid For Venue fee statements will be coming out shortly. Please make sure that all 
payments are carefully labelled with your name so that they can be allocated correctly. Thank you. 
 
Group Convenors are NOT responsible for collecting any payments but are responsible for ensuring that their 
members fill in clearly the attendance lists for each session. 

 
 

Special Reports 
 UNIVERSITY LIAISON REPORT 

UNEARTHING KILLERTON 
In December, Dr Susan Greaney, Lecturer in Archaeology at the University of Exeter, spoke to a large 
group (probably the largest ever) of our members. 
She spoke about leading a field-school (an unusual collective noun) of student archaeologists, having 
been asked by the National Trust at Killerton to search for the house which was the home of the Acland 
family, or at least the Killerton branch of it, at Columbjohn. 
Dr Greaney described the laying out of five trenches in the area believed to contain the old house.  The 
first trench was scuppered when a large, live electric cable was unearthed, which could not be isolated.  
Apart from a lot of rubble that might have come from the demolition of the house around 1680, three of the 
other trenches offered little help with the primary goal. 
In trench three, however, they struck, if not gold, cobbles. In fact they found a cobbled floor and then two 
substantial walls which were almost certainly part of the house they were looking for.  Rather than trying to 
describe the finds myself, I refer you to the first part of episode 6 of the latest Digging for Britain, 
currently available on iPlayer - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0026rl9  
We understand that there are plans to continue the dig in early summer 2025. 
For those interested in finding out more of the background, I can recommend A Devon Family: The Story of 
the Aclands and Killerton both by (Lady) Anna Acland and available(-ish) at Exeter Library. 
The talk, which told us something of how Archaeology is taught and learnt at the university, was very well 
received by our audience and was followed by an interesting question and answer session.  Dave Parsons 

 

 

 

Notices 

  
 
The Languages Café at the University of Exeter, organised by Samir Zargane and Simon Breus, French 
teachers, is starting up again on 15th January and will continue weekly until 26th March. Sessions at the 
Languages Café are open to all University staff, students, and adults from outside the 

University. Sessions this term are every Wednesday from 5.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. in Queens Building, 
in rooms LT7.1 and LT7.2, Streatham Campus. No sign-up is required, entry is free, and tea and coffee 
will be provided. If you are interested, please get in touch with Simon (sb1067@exeter.ac.uk) or 
Samir (s.zarqane@exeter.ac.uk) 

 
 

LANGUAGES CAFÉ AT THE UNIVERSITY OF EXETER 
Are you a language learner or enthusiast?  
Come and join us to practise English, French, German, Spanish, 
Italian, Portuguese, Arabic, BSL, Russian, Mandarin, Japanese 
and more!  

 

https://exeter.u3asite.uk/groups/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0026rl9
mailto:sb1067@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:s.zarqane@exeter.ac.uk
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GROUPS’ CUSTOM AND PRACTICE   
JOINING A GROUP: members should always contact the convenor before attending a group for 
the first time. 
Policy on Taster Sessions for Non-Members: Non-members of Exeter u3a who might like to 'try' a 
group before registering with us, can now attend two groups, either two meetings of one group or 
one meeting of two different groups. The Convenor must be contacted before attending and 'visitor' 
marked against the non-member’s name. The visitor’s name and also the name of the group should be 
given to the Treasurer, Rosie Hydar, for tracking purposes (details in List of Contacts). 
Groups Meeting In Members’ Homes: Please remember that it is customary to make a contribution to 
the host in respect of refreshments. 
Car Sharing Policy: The following practice is recommended: the trip organiser is responsible for 
informing group members of the total estimated fuel cost for the journey, outward and return. Each 
car group should then divide this total cost by the number of passengers plus the driver and each 
person should pay this sum. 
Risk Assessment Advice: Individual members are responsible for their own safety.  Make sure 
you are aware of, and take into account, any warnings about risks like steep steps or uneven paths and 
advice about appropriate footwear or clothing. Group convenors will be responsible for advising 
members if a site is not suitable for those with mobility problems. 
 

GROUPS STARTING 
Drawing For Everyone: This new group takes place on the first Tuesday most months in the Martin 
Luther King Room, the Mint, from 2.30 p.m. - 3.45 p.m., meeting beforehand for coffee if you wish.We 

are drawing, not painting, although the use of colour is fine: there is a range of 
possibilities available in art shops. Please bring your own paper and materials. Just 
starting out, a pad and a few B pencils and an eraser are enough to get you going. 
Despite the name, the group is not aimed at people with professional /wide 
experience, or technical expertise.  It's just for members to put pencil/pen to paper in 
the company of others.  
The subjects will mainly be still life, or sometimes each other's heads or hands 
perhaps for a change!  Drawing is good for our powers of observation. It requires us 
to look carefully, and be true to what we can actually see, as opposed to what we 
think or expect we should be seeing. 
Don't hesitate to contact me with any queries (details in List of Contacts).  

(As with all groups in paid-for venues, there is a £1.50 charge towards room hire, payable quarterly by 
members.)                                                                                                                                  Loran Waite 

GROUPS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS 
Canoeing: If you are interested in canoeing at a very basic level, you would be welcome to join us. We 

paddle from the Quay in Exeter down into the canal as far as ‘the 
Double Locks Pub’ for a break and then back again. This 
happens on the last Friday of each month. We hire all our 
equipment from ‘Saddles and Paddles’ on the Quay. The cost 
works out at about £18 per head and (last year’s prices) all 
equipment is included in this. You must though be able to get in 
and out of a canoe unaided and swim 25 yards. Our trips out will 
be at 10.30 a.m. on Friday mornings as follows: 28th March, 
25th April, 30th May, 27th June, 25th July, 29th August, 26th 
September. All these dates will be weather dependent, e.g. If the 

weather is not suitable to start in March, we won’t start until the end of April. The activity will last for 
approximately two hours. Do feel free to contact me (details in List of Contacts), if you would like to join 
the group for this year.                                                                                                                    Sue Kidd  
 
Reading Group 7:  We are open for new members, new ideas, new perspectives, new friends!  We 
meet in Exeter Library at 1.30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month, usually for about an hour 
and a half. We all chip in with suggestions for books to read, and have read fiction and non-fiction over 
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the years.We then individually order them from the library, or source them from charity shops etc. Please 
contact me (details in List of Contacts) for more information.                              Frances Obee 

      
 

 
Art and Artists: Here is our provisional programme for 2025 up to August. All meetings will be on 
the second Monday at 2.00 p.m.: 10th Feb. All the World's a Stage - Jane Skinner; 10th March 
Discussion; 14th April Art experience of Puglia Part 2 - Heather Mitchell; 12th May TBA - Peter 
Blackmore; 9th June Discussion; 14th July Joseph Wright of Derby - Dorothy Gemmell; 11th Aug. Faberge 
- Jackie Holdstock; 8th Sep. Styles in Art Colin May; 13th Oct. Discussion; 10th Nov. Augustus and Gwen 
John-Andrew Staley.                                                                                                              Andrew Staley 

Games for Fun: We had a fun Christmas games party with eleven of us, plus wigs and specs. 

   

                                                                                                                                                      Liz Batten 
Gardening: The group has retreated indoors for the winter but still held two events in November.  In the 
middle of the month we gathered at the Mint for a garden-themed quiz and were pleased to welcome two 
members of the quiz group who joined us.  As usual, it was just for fun (and by no means all about 
plants/Latin names etc) but people got stuck into it and exercised their collective brain power to such an 
extent that the winning team scored 75 out of 90, a great effort!  At the end of November some 20 or so 
members enjoyed a coffee morning at Chococo in Gandy Street, Exeter. It was a chance to catch up 
with fellow gardeners and friends and chat about all things horticultural - plus other things. - over a 
welcome coffee or hot chocolate. It was also a chance to get planning for the year ahead with the usual 
seed exchange and to make suggestions for outings/ visits in the months ahead. A lovely way to end the 
year.                                                                                                                        MJ Morgan & Phil Slater 
 
History on the Move: In December the group had its annual tour of Crediton, including the history of the 
church and a visit to its wonderful Christmas Tree Festival.                                                      Leslie Moss 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

News from Groups 
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Poltimore Social: The usual social on the fourth Sunday of the month will take place in the Branches 
cafe on Sunday, 26th January from 2.00 p.m. All members welcome for a sociable get together.  
                                                                                                                                                Frances Berry 
Quiz: 2025 Quiz dates for your diaries: 29th January; 30th April; 30th July; 29th  October; 31st 
December, all at the Victoria Park Clubhouse, Lyndhurst Road, St Leonards, Exeter. New 

members are welcome to join this sociable activity for some brain-teasing and memory-
stretching. You can come solo or in pairs and join teams randomly allocated there. 
Members take turns to set questions and their efforts are much appreciated. For more 

information, please contact me (details in List of Contacts).                             Jane Chappell  

Short Weekly Walks: A crisp New Year's Eve walk at Woodbury Common finishes off a lovely 
year of Short Weekly Walks for 2024.  Plenty of nature, views, exercise and chat!  

        

                                                                                                                                            Janie Smallridge 
Table Tennis: The following sessions have been booked, between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. on the 
following dates: 6th & 18th February; 13th & 25th March.                                                          John Swain 

Walking Group: 2024 ended with a flurry of activity with our largest ever walk in November when thirty-
four members enjoyed a beautiful walk around Haldon, followed by a cracking circular led by Maggie 
Wilson from Budleigh via Otterton and back to Budleigh along the coast, both being blessed with some 
lovely sunny weather and fantastic views.  
December was our annual Christmas Walk followed by lunch at the Swan in Lympstone when thirty of us 
enjoyed a great start to the Christmas 
celebrations and a big thank you is due 
to Paul and Sue Norrington Davies who 
organised the whole thing yet again. 
Christmas upset our usual timetable so 
our final walk for 2024 was moved 
forward from Christmas Eve by  a week 
when we had an interesting walk around 
the lesser-known parts of Lympstone up 
onto the common were we enjoyed a 
lovely lunch lazing in the sunshine 
amongst the fir trees.  
2025 started with Dave’s traditional 
Mystery Walk and twenty-seven walkers 
explored five of our local villages from 
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Rewe to Poltimore, Broadclyst , Pinhoe and Whipton. 

 
Then by way of welcoming in the New Year, twenty-three of us enjoyed a nice easy walk around Yeoford 
followed by a great lunch at The Duck pub in Yeoford – made all the better by virtue of it being the only 
sunny day of the week after all the rain, snow and ice.  

    

Looking forward we have upcoming walks from Doddiscombleigh to Higher Ashton and back, another 
circular around Newton Abbot, and then walks from Sampford Peverell to Tiverton and another from 
Haldon Chalets to Dawlish. 
Spring will see some Bluebell walks and a few trips up onto the moors, so as they say, what’s not to like? 
                                                                                                                          Mike Arstall & Dave Bassett 
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Committee 
Chair Terry Ancell 
Vice Chair Vacancy 
Treasurer Rosie Hydar 
General Secretary Bill Cross 

Minutes Secretary Ann Harper 
Co-roupsCoordinator 
+  Accessibility Officer 

Annabel Nater 

Membership Secretary Ian Murray 
Committee Member Anne Barwell 
Committee Member Mark Hall 
Committee Member MJ Morgan 
Committee Member Virginia Rosenfeld 

 
Contacts for Non-committee Officials 

University Liaison Project Carol McCullough 
Newsletter Editor Trudi Learmouth 
Newsletter Feature Writer Paul Bristow 
Rolling News Keith Shaw 
Web Admin Bob Cottis 
Beacon Admin Dave Parsons 

Mark Hall 
Speaker Team Frances Berry 
Convenors’ Cafe Shivaun Gammie 
Safeguarding Officer Harry Ellis 
  

Contacts for Groups- REMEMBER to contact the member named below before attending a group 
Anthropology Penny Amraoui  
Art and Artists Andrew Staley 
Birds, Trees and Bees Colin Johnson 
Books for Life Nichola Watson 
Bridge Ruth Sanders 

Liz Batten 
Canoeing Sue Kidd 
Chinese and Japanese 
Brush Writing 

Eric Bransden 

Choir Julie Crichton-Smith 
Cinema Jane Chappell 
Circle Dance Jill Ashby 
Classical Music Colin Farlow 
Crafts (temporarily 

suspended) 
Creative Writing to Share 
1 & 2 

Loran Waite 

Crosswords Marion Ricketts 
Cycling Ian Murray 
Devon & Exeter Local 
History 

Derek Smithers 

Discussion Circle Jonathan Peat 
Discussion 2 Annabel Nater 
Drawing for Everyone Loran Waite 
Drop-In Drinks Steph Ward 
Economics Bill Cross 
Exercise Penny Matthews 
Food Matters Jonathan Peat 
French Conversation 
Advanced 

Annabel Nater 
Marie-Laure Despres  

Games for Fun Liz Batten 

List of Contacts 
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Gardening Phil Slater 
M.J. Morgan 

Genealogy Shivaun Gammie 
Genealogy – short term 
introduction 

Shivaun Gammie 

German Conversation Alan Caig 
History  Lynn Walsh 
History on the Move Leslie Moss 
Italian (Avanti in Italiano) Linda Cowey 
Italian Conversation Stephanie Barnes 
Italian (Lower Intermed.) Stuart Jackson 
IT  Dave Parsons 
Joy of Performing Linda Lewis 
Joy of Poetry Amrita Mohan 
Language Joyce Burgess 
Latin (Intermediate) John&Joyce Burgess 
Les Francophones Marie-Claude Arstall 
MahJong  Steph Ward 

Gillie Collyer     
Modern Western Square 
Dancing 

(temporarily 
suspended) 

Parliamo Inseime   Anne Staley 
Marie-Claude Arstall 

Parlons Francais 
(Advanced) 

Alice Lemaitre 

Parlons Francais 
(Intermediate) 

Alice Lemaitre 
Nichola Watson 

Patchwork, Applique, 
Quilting 

Daphne Andrews 

Philosophy 1 Trudi Learmouth 
Philosophy 2 John Browne 

Philip Ralli 
Philosophy 3 Simon Borrington 
Photography Kris Frank 
Pickleball Minna Egan 

Ian Murray 
Play Reading Stephanie Barnes 
Quilting Bees Amanda James 
Quizzes  Jane Chappell 
Reading Group III  Ruth Sanders  
Reading Group IV  Marion Ricketts 
Reading Group V Anne Barwell 
Reading Group VI Faith Wood 
Reading Group VII Frances Obee 
Saturday Supper Club Brian Cousins 
Science David Northrop 
Scrabble Marcia Hampson 
Short Weekly Walks Janie Smallridge 
Spanish Paul Mattausch 

Burrows 
Still Life Drawing  Mirren Baglin 
Table Tennis John Swain 
Tennis Kay Mathews 
Transport Paul Palin 
Travel Ian Murray 
Ukulele Chris Durbin 
Walking Group Dave Bassett  

Mike Arstall 
Walkie Talkies Mike Arstall 

Jan Rolfe 
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Please check your emails for information about zoom meetings and other online opportunities. 
For Group meetings, see the individual Group entries in News from Groups or contact the 
convenor. 

 
STOP PRESS: 
 
History: In January, we continue discussing the Mongols, their neighbours the Chinese and the Silk 
Road. 
After the next meeting in February, I shall be finishing my role as convenor and so the group needs a 
new convenor to step forward. I have been convenor for around eleven years and now feel I have 
become history myself!  Every group needs a new approach and a fresh person with new ideas. Anyone 
interested in convening the group can contact me to discuss their thoughts and ideas or Annabel Nater 
(details above in List of Contacts).                                                                                             Lynn Walsh 
 
History on the Move: On 16th January the group had another excellent and very popular lecture by 
Professor David Moss. In his refined, reflective, and well-paced talk, our speaker delved into the ins and 
outs of his vast subject, The Poor since 1558 and in Modern Times.  Definitions and solutions to the 
problem of relief for the poor have occupied philosophers, writers, and politicians throughout history. 
Debate still rages regarding the able bodied or labouring poor, and the helpless, the physical inefficient, 
and the rogue/vagabond categories. The question was posed, "Are we any closer to finding an answer 
today or even further away?"  There were fascinating insights of the draconian laws of the 18th century.  
Also, the stress caused by the Dissolution and then The Reformation.  Clamour about how to cope with 
the dispossessed really took off back then in the mid-16th century.  The talk ended with discussion of the 
poverty today with the focus on relative poverty and what is needed to participate in society.   
                                                                                                                                                   Leslie Moss 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming u3a Events 
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EXETER U3A GROUPS TIMETABLE (see Newsletter List of Contacts for convenor details) 

 – ALL AMENDMENTS TO GROUPS COORDINATOR - groupscoordinator@exeteru3a.org.uk  

Day am pm 

Mon Pickleball - weekly 
Discussion Circle – 1st of month 
Reading Group 6 – 3rd of month 
Convenors Café – 2nd of month (bi-
monthly) 
Crosswords – 3rd of month 
IT Support – 4th of month 
Parlons Francais (Intermediate) – alt 
weeks 
Parlons Francais (Advanced) – alt weeks 
Chinese and Japanese Brush-Writing 

French conversation (adv.) – 1st & 3rd of month 
Quilting Bee – 1st of month 
Art & Artists – 2nd of month 
Bridge – 2nd & 4th of month 
Reading Group 4 – 3rd of month 
Creative Writing 1 – 3rd of month 
Creative Writing 2 - 4th of month 
Anthropology – 4th of month 
Italian (Avanti in Italiano) – 2nd & 4th of month 
Latin – 4th of month  
Circle Dancing – 2nd and 4th of month 
Devon and Exeter Local History – 4th of month 

Tue Scrabble – weekly 
Short Weekly Walks - weekly 
Choir – 1st & 3rd of month 
Italian Conversation – 4th of month 
Walking Group (7-10 miles) – 4th of month 
Joy of Performing – 1st and 3rd of month 
Still Life Drawing – 3rd Tuesday 

Drawing for Everyone – 1st of month 
Patchwork, Applique & Quilting – 2nd & 4th of 
month 
Travel – 2nd of month 
Play Reading – 2nd of month 
Reading Group 7 – 2nd of month 
Philosophy 1 – 3rd of month 
Reading Group 3 – 3rd of month 
Table Tennis – usually 1 per month 

Wed 
 
 

Exercise - weekly 
Cycling – 4th Wednesday 
Parliamo Inseime - weekly 
Still Life Drawing – 3rd of month 
Les Francophones - weekly 
Philosophy 2 – bimonthly 
 

Science – 1st of month 
German Conversation – 1st & 3rd of month 
German Beginners Conversation – 1st and 3rd of 
month 
Italian Conversation(lower intermediate) – 2nd & 
4th of month 
Language – 3rd of month (autumn & winter only) 
History – 4th of month 
Philosophy 3 – 4th of month 
Reading Group 5 – 4th of month 
Quizzes – 5th of month 
Drop in Drinks – usually 2nd of month (evening) 
Food Matters – 1st of month 
Joy of Poetry – 1st of month 

Thu Philosophy 2 – 1st of month (alternate 
months) 
Walkie Talkies – 1st of month 
Walking Group (5-7 miles) – 2nd of month 
Economics – 2nd of month 
History on the Move – 3rd of month 
Monthly Speaker Meeting – 4th of month 
Discussion 2 1st of month 

Spanish – 1st & 3rd of month 
Circle Dance – 2nd and 4th of month 
Table Tennis – Usually 1 per month 
Photography – 4th of month 
Books and Life – 4th of month 
History on the Move – 3rd of month 

Fri Tennis – weekly 
Genealogy – 2nd of month 
Canoeing – last of month (May-Sep only) 
Topsham Social – 1st of month 

Mahjong – alternate weeks 
Board Games for Fun – alternate weeks 
Transport – 2nd of month 

Sat  Saturday Supper Club – 2nd of month (evening) 

Sun  Poltimore Afternoon Tea – 4th Sunday 

 

 

 

mailto:groupscoordinator@exeteru3a.org.uk


 

13 
Copy deadline April/May 2025 items is 13 March 2025 

 

The following groups meet at different times: 
Birds, Trees and Bees – different short walks each month 
Cinema – depends on film showings 
Gardening – varies depending on season, activity, garden opening times or host availability 
This table is intended as a guide only and may be subject to change at short notice. 
Check details direct with convenors – see Newsletter for Contact Details. More information available at 
https://exeter.u3asite.uk/groups/ from which you can also contact the Convenor. 

https://exeter.u3asite.uk/groups/

