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Sustainability Team
• Professional Services

• 20 staff members

• Work in conjunction with other teams

Working on various areas including:

• Carbon and Energy

• Circular Economy

• Travel and Transport

• Nature and Biodiversity 

• Sustainable Living & Education

• Reporting, Benchmarking and Data

• Communications & Engagement



• These are backed up 
with action plans and 
available on our 
website

https://www.exeter.ac.
uk/about/sustainability/
policy/strategiespolicie
sandstandards/

Strategies 
and policies

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/sustainability/policy/strategiespoliciesandstandards/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/sustainability/policy/strategiespoliciesandstandards/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/sustainability/policy/strategiespoliciesandstandards/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/sustainability/policy/strategiespoliciesandstandards/


Climate and 
carbon 
reduction
• Air source heat 

pumps at 
Cornwall House

• Solar PV arrays 
on building roofs 
and carparks

• Wind turbines 
(Penryn)





•Threaded throughout all 
we do

•Culture Change Task 
and Finish group

•Student focus groups 

•Green Seeds – student 
led informal sustainability 
discussion sessions

Engagement and 
culture change



Comms & Engagement

https://digital.exeter.ac.uk/climate-companion-

pack/

A growing Instagram account -
@uoesustainability where we promote out 
events, activities and those happening in the 
local community + Eventbrite (scan QR code)

Sustainability Student Focus Group now set up 
with 10 selected students to give us feedback on 
our activities at 3 sessions throughout the 
academic year

Development of an interactive sustainability 
guide on our website -
https://digital.exeter.ac.uk/climate - companion -
pack/

https://digital.exeter.ac.uk/climate-companion-pack/
https://digital.exeter.ac.uk/climate-companion-pack/




Circular Economy and

Sustainable Resource

Management Strategy

Circular Economy and 

Sustainable Resource 

Management Strategy 

Gift it Reuse it – scheme based 

in halls of residence which 

collects donations from 

departing students and 

redistributes them to incoming 

students for free

Repair Café – open to 

students, staff and 

community members to get 

things fixed and reduce the 

demand for new items. Next 

event: October 2026.

WARPit (Waste Action Reuse Portal) 

(for staff & students) – an online portal 

which allows exchanging of unwanted 

items (e.g. office furniture) for free 

between those at the University 

Questions? Email Meg 
(m.haslam@exeter.ac.uk)Circular Economy

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/v8media/specificsites/sustainability/docs/2024SUS004_%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%93_Circular_Economy_Strategy_St4.pdf
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/v8media/specificsites/sustainability/docs/2024SUS004_%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%93_Circular_Economy_Strategy_St4.pdf
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/v8media/specificsites/sustainability/docs/2024SUS004_%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%93_Circular_Economy_Strategy_St4.pdf


2024 2025

Number of 
items

8,554 15,030

Total weight of 
items in kg

1,623 3,530

CO2 emissions 
equivalent 
(CO2e) saved

10kg 16kg

Cost savings 
for students 
(estimate)

£15,000 -
20,000

£30,000 -
£40,000

Gift it Reuse it













Sustainability Annual Report 2024/25 
Food & Drink 

Check out our annual 
report summary 

videos on Instagram

REPORT INSTA



Becoming a nature positive 
University

Nature Positive means halting and 
reversing nature loss so that species 
and ecosystems start to recover. 

• In response to -

•Global biodiversity loss , driven by  
changing use of sea and land, direct exploitation of 
organisms, climate change, pollution and invasive 
non- native species (IPBES)

• Enshrined in the Kunming - Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework (2022)… “we need to take 
urgent action to halt and reverse biodiversity loss”

Global goal for nature -
“Nature positive - More nature 
in the world in 2030 than in 
2020”

https://www.naturepositive.org/



Nature Positive Universities Alliance

• Restoring species and ecosystems that have been harmed by the impacts of a university and its 
activities and enhancing the university’s positive impacts on nature.

•Nature Positive Pledge – we must have a baseline, smart targets, and report annually and publicly

https://www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/

https://www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/



Our Nature Positive Strategy
1) Improve the biodiversity value of University 

Campuses by maintaining a sustainable and well-connected ecosystem with viable 

wildlife populations on university landholdings and reduce impacts of estates operations and 
capital projects on biodiversity.

2) Increase the natural capital* value of University 
campuses and areas we can influence. 

3) Increase how we engage/connect people with 
nature (via teaching, volunteering, research).

4) Provide positive benefits to staff, students and local communities as a 

result of nature-based interventions.**

5) Reduce the impact of our operations, supply 
chain and global activities on biodiversity and 
the environment.

*Natural capital is the stock of renewable and 
non-renewable natural resources (geology, soil, 
air, water and living organisms) that combine to 
yield a flow of benefits to people

**Nature-based interventions or solutions – working with 
nature to address societal challenges and provide solutions 
which benefit both nature and people 



Nature Positive – Action Plan
Grounds and 

their 
Maintenance

Built and 
Grounds

Operations Teaching 
and 

Research

Engagement Monitoring

University of Exeter Nature Positive Strategy

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/sustainability/whatwearedoing/biodiversity/


• Next to some bat roosts of bat species known to 
be light sensitive

• Red is generally considered the lowest impact 
light colour for bats

• Survey online since March 2025

• 40 responses

Trial of red lighting



Mowing mosaics and enhancing 
grassland



• Enhancing biodiversity and ‘environmental 
services’, such as helping reduce water run - off 
and improve water quality.

• Improve access, education opportunities and 
engagement with our local community.

• Provide a place for research.

• Carbon sequestration (planting some habitats 
which store carbon such as trees and hedges).

Questions? Contact Ros ( r.shaw@exeter.ac.uk ).

Lower Hoopern Valley -
Our aims for the Valley



Access enhancements

New foot bridge over existing 
culvert of unknown safety

New fully accessible 200m 
path, accessed from Prince of 
Wales Road

Lockable noticeboards, 
so we can keep people 
updated

Questions? Contact Ros 
(r.shaw@exeter.ac.uk )



What’s been going on in the Valley 
Biodiversity enhancements

• Two new hedges planted with University colleagues, students and local 
community

• Trees planted into bramble patches to enhance scrub diversity.

• Trees surviving well despite the dry summer!

• 85% alive alongside cycle path near Velwell Road

• ~90% alive alongside Prince of Wales Road



Nature –based flood management
Biodiversity enhancements
• We worked with the Environment Agency, Centre for Resilient Environment, Waste and Water (CREWW), 

UoE Grounds Team and UoE Estates

• Installed 20 leaky dams and woody flow spreaders, plus woody chevrons, gully stuffing in September 2025

• Wood used was from campus or from taking down low relatively biodiversity value trees next to the brook –
which also helps reduce shading

Chevrons and gully stuffing 
to protect bank

Leaky woody dam

Chevrons and gully stuffing 
to protect bank

Leaky woody dam



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwXvfchv57Q



Biodiversity monitoring
Citizen science schemes – 2025 
results
• RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch – 12 species of bird 

• Butterfly Conservation’s Big Butterfly Count  - 403 
butterflies

• UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme – 420 butterflies 
from 17 species

• Bumblebee Conservation Trust’s BeeWalk – 100 
bees from 11 species

Expert led surveys
• Dormouse survey

• New record in the north of campus

Sustainability at the 
University of Exeter 
EventBrite



Start using iNaturalist

Join our project here
Or search on iNaturalist :
Wild on Campus – Exeter 
Campuses Biodiversity

• Help the University track its biodiversity and 
impact

• Identify any wildlife you see on campus or 
round our sports pitches – or get help with 

things you don’t know

• Download the free app on iOS or Android

• Make observations by taking or adding photos

• Join the campus biodiversity project



Engaging people with nature and 
biodiversity monitoring

City Nature Challenge 2026!

A global biodiversity recording event – we entered Exeter for the first time

145 attendees 
across 22 events

504 species recorded 
in 1533 observations

Organising group of 5 
(4 from UoE )

Working with 
partners and 
supporters across 
Exeter, 24 th - 27th April

FUTURE PLANS!

City Nature 
Challenge 20207

30 th April – 3rd May 
2027

Please share with 
anyone who might like 
to run a biodiversity 
recording event – you 
can be a formal partner 
organisation (and an 
organisation can be an 
individual) – or just run 
one!

sustainability@exeter.ac
.uk or 
r.shaw@exeter.ac.uk

mailto:sustainability@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:sustainability@exeter.ac.uk


Keep an eye on the website

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/about/sustainability/

Get in touch anytime

Follow us on Instagram
• Sustainability Team 

@uoesustainability

Follow us on LinkedIn

• @UoESustainability

Email
sustainability@exeter.ac.uk
Meg – m.haslam@exeter.ac.uk
Ros – r.shaw@exeter.ac.uk
repaircafe@Exeter.ac.uk – email 
if you want to come along and 
get something repaired or want 
to volunteer as a repairer! 

mailto:sustainability@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:m.haslam@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:repaircafe@Exeter.ac.uk


Thank you
Any questions?
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